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ice kept

in bonnet

tingrress of the poison ivy_that l]1e$ the walk-
ral pf her crurirbling DuPont Circle mansion
didh't escape Alice Roosevelt Longworth, pa-didn't escape
thetic lit0e giql, reckless young woman, bitter

. make a gentleman out of another of his proteges' a guy
* named Hitler. who he thou ht should learn how to waltzwho he thought should learn how to

, t ' ,

$F":i.,wife,;loveless mother, nasty old lady and
j.*iworld+lass Washington hostess.
-', - :.r.aAy;nooseveltt daughter, then moldering along$gughi.er, l1?" {"gl g:'llq,{9iq

h ttrd bis-eame fiophiesbf herfather's that she'd hung
ttre wafis]totO a risitor she hadn't cultivated the ivy,

l"but what a good idea!'f .i
ill.tt was chlsic Alice. Ivllsanthropic, shameless, funny

f.T,Fj and honest; Her outdoorsman daddy's proudest trophy.
tl t;' If you know anything about this woman-who was argu''1i:l+lPl,v.t1Tg:tilll.^f,*:i:'fl"-'.:i:l:iln:'"1""19'^i:

ia lifetime in.Washington, it's'probably that she wore
lenormous hats, had everybody who was anybody to

,{$# lpower dinners and teas over the space of half a century,
r;'i;*":; lnd n.U a pillow on her sitting'room sofa that said in em-
;l;1,'; 'broidery: t'ff you havenft got anything good to say about

.l anyone, come and sit by me.'r
.,i;, You'll find out a lot mortfind out a lotlmorb about this extraordinary*i:rrs: .. I OU U Unq OUt A fot IIIUlg au(,ul, t l l lD E^tl4vr surerJ

+'l woman and the events she both acidly observed and in'
. . .  . .  a  - - r ! - ^ - - ^ - - - ^ - i - L r - - ^ - - - L : ^ - ^ - L . '  r t A l l ^ ^ D a a a a..i-.1.: flusngsd in a very readable new biography, "Alice Roose'

ri+-:i.-,, t+ r ^ra,,a,+!r ri L',1^o.at E'aloanthol /Pt"inamtq\ F'elspn-r-:;velt L.on€iworth,'; by Carol Felsenthal (Putnam's). Felsen-
;;:'-: ttrai Gi good w?iter with a greqt.subject, this is
rl.J:i:ContempoiaryAmeriCan andWorld History l0l made a

't' t.,, l'i"rilil't'iilt'iwstptical press attention to " Princess' 
Alice's" every move, especially her turn'of-century tour

, , :of the East, iit which str.e was borne away from an audi-
. ence with the Empress of China seated on silk cushions

, :and accompanied'bv,eunuchs. There's her colossal 1906
'. . 'White 

Hou'ie wedding, which bored her to death - "it

.j' :' was another big party, and I had been to big parties. "

, , There's a wonderdrl digression on how Alice's son-in'
' ' law's mentor was a crazy-German aristocrat who tried to

. " ui'd.-ri"*11iii.i'tiipio tittt. *ustache."
"{ " . There's all the brbmarital hell Alice raised in Newport,

: R.I., with the children of the robber barons, much to the
, . ' dismay of her father, who was trying to break up the
: . trusts their fathers had created.
l:'ll :: Ttrlret the time Alice and her best friend'i; 

1 rThere's the time Alice and her best friend Maggie Cas'
i l*. sini (daughter of the czar's ambassador to washington-; ' :1.^.-.$rru (uauElrtcl 'ul ult grar ! rulludJD4uur !w vv4Drrur6rvrr

.1 and future moth€r of playboy/designer Oleg) stood up the
; elderlV founder of the Equitable Life Assurance Society,
: . who had spent $100,000 throwing them a ball.
-,r. . There's T.R., as her father was known, having Alice

:' : : rur interference forhimwith Nellie (Mrs. William How'
. ard) Taft, the Nancy Reagan-like wife of his successor,
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Teddy's prize troPtry wos shomeless,
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Ahcewas funnY, honest
#Jlfrtri:+igff,]:ffi'ilr;;d[
trYr honest I
#Jlfrtri:+igff,]:ffiilr;;d[ I

whom Alice referred to as "Hippopota- 
oolitical career by trying to implicate

mus Face." There's Flo Harding' wife iri*intheTeapotDomescandal'
^i-c--^*^, tt/qnen G-- mixine drinks 1.hara'c atiea findins her alcoholic

t

ol S*"tor Warren G., mixing drinks 
-- 

There's Aliie finding her alcoholic
ioittur husband and his sodden cro' husband Nick Longworth, the speaker
nies while plotting his rise to the prest- of the House, drunk and in flag1onte
dency. delicto with i friend of hers on the

There,s Alice and her cousin Frank- bathroom floor oftheirhouse. There's

u"ffi;pilili"mrpthe'Fribugoer- Aiice-invitins FDR and his mistress'

nard Baruch to find out tf ne *a! stip- Lury Mercerlto her dinner na{eq be'

ping military secrers to-nir Cittndn cuuseFranklin"deseweda.goodtime'
ffi& ffi;'w;ridwar I. There,s how Hewas marriedto Eleanor."

,ifiii n.ipi"O torpedo the lf"gu" of I.{* . There's how Alice used to have Sen'

tions, mostly because ttt."ttuttO itt ator Joseph McCarthy oyer.tq her fa-

il##,W;;ato*wilton' mous 5 otclock teas precisely because

There's Alice's affair with ldaho T.yt 
so interestingly obnoxious'

Senator william s"t.h iA;i; ffi :1j1,:1" 
is' he once had the nerve to

Arice, her ene'i.. .dbi;:'.";:;;iff; #y;1Tn H#l}ffi lff iii.Xl"'
tions Commrttee, wno s tlruuH,ut tv 

lid, ,,you are not going to call
ii""iuii"ltt.-i"tri"t of her onlv child, I:":'I
which she shocked the coinffiil;;: meAlice' Th6 truckman' the trashman

ins when she w", ao v"#iiil 
vr "-' 

T$:lt 
ooliceman on the block may

There's the civil *iililong tt'" callmeAlice'butyoumaycallmeMrs'

b;;i';; oi-tt'. noo'uuit i-"'*lv, tiff:tT;;more.Readthebook.

I ilm}fft ::#{",TrT,$'* :$iFffii'y.iqr.ilylfx*Ttr


