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REVIEWED BY BOB THOMPSON
w4 lice Roosevelt Longworth was an Amerlcan original.”
Born In 1834 to Theodore and Alice Lo Roosevelt,
she was a favorite of the American press from the
-moment her father became president in 1901 until ber death
at age 9§ in 1220, Dubbed the “American Princess," Alice
Tloosevelt grovided the press with more sensaticnal copy
than all other presidential children combined. Her scathing,
.often nasty humor is perhaps best represented by her fa-
nous comment (parapbrased herel, “If you can't say acy-
thing nice about someone, come sit over here by me.”

: In this new biography by Carel Felsenthal, we watch as
Allce grows from rambunctious child to fiercely indepen-
‘dent young woman to the grand dame of Washington sock-
ety, courted by presideats, kings and potentates. '

Roosevelt was a2 New York State assemblyman and
deeply In love with bis wife, Alice Lee, when they both
‘became enchanted with the impending birth of their first
child, Felsenthal tells us. But this enchantment turned to
horror as the events of February 14, 1884, played themselves
‘out. First, Roosevelt’s mother, Mittle, dled of typhoid con-
tracted from contaminated food or water, Then, two {loors
belsw and 11 hours later, Alize Lee died of complications of
childbirth. Roosevelt wrote {n his diary that “The light has
life.” Unfortunately for baby Alice, her
ing to purge the memory of his dead wife,
Y. we are told, to purge "the blueeved,

father, in attempt
found It necessg

- Roosevelt, however, remarried. This time he chose his
childhood sweetheart, Edith Carow, who insisted that they
retrieve young Alice from the aunt who had cared for her
since Alice Lee's death. The relationship between Edith and
Alice was never close. In {act, when Alice married, Felsen-

Alice Roosevelt Longworth in 1964 .
thal tells us that as'she was ]e’aving the White House, Edith
intoned “1 want you to know that I'm glad-tp see you go.

You've never been anything but trouble.” L

Indeed, from Edith's perspective, Alice had caused a
great deal of trouble. From the time her father ascended to-
the presidency, Felsenthal writes, “the press was covering
Alice asif it were she who had just become president ... In .
mid-America the very name 'Alice Roosevelt,' or ‘Princtssi
Alice’ ... came to connote something a bit naughty —
smoking, drinking, racing a car, betting ‘on the horses.:
People couldn’t get enough of her. *. -+ - {

In 1906 Alice married Congressman Nick Longworth,
the scion of a wealtby Oblo family. The marriage was a!
rocky one. Alice refused to submit to male domination and
Nick's womanizing. Altbough they continued’to live togeth-
er, the two essentially went thelr own ways, the author tells
us, with Nick pursuing his congressional career and other:
women, while Alice turned her attention to politics, becom.
Ing oneof her {ather's most trusted con!idantes and polltical:
advisers — she tried unsuccessfully to persuade him not to |

wiunas a'third party candidate in 1912, confidant that this’

“would Land the electlon to the Democrats. But Roosevelt
ran anyway and Woodrow Wllson was elected.

Alice Roosevell Longworth believed, along with most
other Republicans, that Theodore Roosevelt was destined to)
be the Republican nomlcce In 1920, in what most assumed




ice’s long life. ™ However, Felsentha devetes only one brief
paragraph to thjs signal event ip Allee's life,

When Franklip Roosevelt became president in 1933,
Alice was besidn herself, we arg told: “There we were,
descendants of 5 popular President, and what happens? o
tifth cousin comes alongand gotsinto the White House, Can

you think of anything mure distressings"

el

This was the beginning of Alice's competition wity

Fleapor Roosevelt, which she was destined 1o lose. She did
Ity carving out 3 career of her gwp, attempting lectures for
S25300 per talk, “She delivered her mziden speech in Akron,
Chio ., . addressing ke subject ‘I Believe in America,'”
writes Felsenthal, "By the time she Teached Clevelang eight
days later, she realized that publje speaking was not for her.,
In that city she gaveatalk on the cockroach: ‘How ancient [s
bis history! In 3 Straight line we ecan see it runs back so far
into the past (hat it fairly takes your breath away'" This
marked the end of her lecturing career. .

Through the sheer force of her personality, Allce Roose-
velt Longworth became what she referred to as Washing-
ton's only "perambuiatory monument,” surviving eveg her
association with (he radical right-wing America Firsters jp
the 1830s and ‘4. Her wit and conversation made her a
much seught-afier guést,'even_though ske was often rude,
Once, a1 a dinner barty for Bobby Kennedy, who had Jjust
returned from climbing Mt, Kennedy ip Canada, she ap.
Rounced, "It is marveious to have made jt alj the way, and
then to cap it a)) to have the britifant Idea of naming the
mountaia after yoursels. Have you thought what you willdo

"next? How abouyr runoing around Kennedy Airport? There
Was, of course, no Johp Fitzgerald Kernedy International
airport at the time, :
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