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ALICE ROOSEVELT LONGWORTH/CAROL FELSENTHAL

The RooS?avelt who kept t

lice Roosevelt Longworth

was always doing some-

thing, as one Washington
reporter once observed, “that left

people gasping.” T

The eldest daughter of President -1

‘Theodore Roosevell liked nothing

better than shocking pecple and

making headtines, At age 17, when

her father forbade her 1o smoke in

as she was popularly known in the
early 1900s — simply smoked on
the mansion's roof, .
Later, as wife of House Speaker
Nicholas Longworth and mistress
of Senate Foreign Relations Com-
mittee chairman William E. Borah,
she became one of the most color-
ful, controversial hostesses in the -
nation's capital. She liked men
with power and sharp minds, and
they swarmed around her, olten at’
dinner parlies at her Dupont Circle
mansion. And Longworth's parties
were never dull, Carol Felsenthal
wriles in Alice Rooseveit Long-
worth: .
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Food was first on no one's mind
- . . Guests anticipated the contacts,
conversalion, and thealrics — es-
pecially the latter. While an ordj-
nary hostess would be homﬁed" if
Iwo guests got into a shouting
match at her table. to Alice that
was a sign of success. She would
deliberately seat poiitical or social .
eremies next lo one another ... .
She would regularly seat Vice Pres-
ident Nixon on one side of her and
the Senate minority jeader, Witliam
Knowiand, on the other because
she knew they hated one another,

Longworth's bitchiness and vin-
dictiveness often came out a such
gatherings. She delested her cous-
ins Franklin Delane and his wife
Eieanor, and perfected a cruel imi-
tation of Eieanor that became stan-
dard fare at Longworth panties.
And when she learned about the
allair between FDR and Lucy Mer-
cer, she delighted in jnviting the
pair — without Fleanor — o din-
ner

Alice "“was not very nice,” as El-
eanor often said. And indeed, by
the end of the book ii's hard to stilt
be amused by a woman so spileful

the White House, Princess Alice — 1 L
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that she could pronounce it “jove-

y" when FDR was crippled by po-

lio, who called Stalin her “pin-up

boy." and who was so charmed by

Fidet Castro and Senator Joe Mc-

Carthy that she proudly displayed
eir photos on her piano,

Felsenthal doesn't attemplt lo an-

yze her extraordinarily complex
subject. Instead, she has written a
Mostly anecdotal biography, based
on malerial already avaifable on

ngworth, Longworth diaries and
family papers, FBI files obtained
through the Freedom of Informa-
tion Act, and some 200 interviews
Wwith pecple ranging from publisher

tharine Graham and the lale
Clare Boothe Luce to Longworth
relatives,

In the process, we learn that
Longworth — in spite of her privi-
leged upbringing — probably
sought altention as an adult be-
Cause she got so little as a child.
Her mather died soon after she was
born, her grieving father ignored
her, and her new slepmother —
portrayed here as a rather cold
woman -—~ soon had her own chil-
dren 1o worry about.

Constantly at odds with her par-
ents, Alice became a rebellious
teenager who took up with a wild

crowd, dancing half the night and
sleeping until noon. Her antics —
everything from eating asparagus
with her fingers at a White House
dinner without removing her
gloves to appearing al a railroad
slation with a boa constrictor
2round her neck — enraged her
father and delighted the tabloids.

She married at age 20, mostly to
get away from home. Nick Long-
worth was charming, but also a
boozer and womanizer who pre-
ferred nighls out with the boys to
her company. Her only child, Pay-
lina, died at age 31 of an overdose
of barbiturates (bul not bejore
Longworth made it a point to tell
the daughter on the eve of her
wedding that Nick Longworth was
not her real father).

In spite of Longworth's dis-
turbed personal life, however, she
Was a woman of considerable pow-
er and influence in Washington for
decades, according to Felsenthal.
in her youth, she was one of the
best lobbyists for her own father,
with whom she had a love-hate re-
lationship. Teddy Rooseveit recog-
nized his tar-tongued dauvghter’s
political savvy, and relied heavily
on her opinians.

Later, she continued 1o champi-
on Republican politics, but as she
grew older, she became less inter-
ested in political labels than in per-
sonalilies, LB! became one of her
favorites {“'He is a masterfu man,
the greatest I've ever seen at get-
ting things done, and I've seen

1966 wedding.
them all,” she once told a reporter
for The Washington -Post) - along
with both JFK and brother Bobby,
She still maintained her keen
sense of humor into old age. In
1970, when she was &6, she called
a friend from the hospital ‘where
she was having her second mastec-
lomy and announced: “Well, jsn't
it lucky it's me and not Bngitte
Bardot." -
+ At 90, Longworth celebrated
what she called her “goddamn
birthday" by inviting more than
200 people 1o her cluttered man-
sion. The guest list included Presi.
dent Richard Nixon and wife Pat,
who arrived with a flurry of secret
service men and presented Long-
worth a music box playing Strauss
waltzes and embellished with the
presidential seal. .
Fiesty to the end, Longworth
continued to make headiines until
her death i 1980 of bronchial
Pneumonia, She was 96 years old,
and had never worn
teeth or a hearing aid.
Carol Felsenthal, a writer and
hewspaper columnist and author of
A previous biography of Phyllis
Schlafly, has wtitten an enferiain-
ing book that should appeal to peo-
ple who like biographies of colorfu)
characters. An extra bonus for Af

The Houston Post/Sunday, Mareh 20, ma} 13F

hem gasp
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ice Roosevelt Longworth readers is .

an overall view of American history
for much of the 20th century, span-
ning the administrations of 13 U.S,
presidents from Benjamin Hamison
to Richard Nixon. :




