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GO HowDoes Your High School Stack Up?

From teacher-student ratos and money spent
per student to test scores and graduation rates,
our stadstical profile of 235 Chicago area high
schools reveals which are making the grade—
and which may need some remedial work

Iy Denizis Rodkin

Z2 Saving Sahara Last October, the brutal
murder of a teenage runaway in Washington
Park shocked Chicago. The victim, a 15-year-
old girl named Sahara Moerer, had fled her
‘Texas home to explore her biracial identity—
though a darker secret may have started Sahara
on her fawal course. &y Carol Felsenthal

76 Thelate, Late Show Chicago stll
rocks all mght long, Our reperter took a walk
on the wild side to check out disco bingo,
midget wrestling, psvchedelic bowling, amateur
improv, and other hard-to-believe scenes

by Eric Spitznagel

:)
82 At Home: Leaf of Faith vwhen s couple |'i-|
boughr this 1905 house north of Lincoln Park, |
the entire yard was landlocked by cobblestones.
But inside, a nurmber of decorative leafy
treasures were intact, Now they've brought it
back and made it their own, by Chrastinie Newnran
photography by Alan Shortall
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Sahara Moorer’s heritage included hit records and the Harlem Giobetrotters.



Last October, the brutal murder of a teenage runaway in
Washingron Park shocked Chicage. The victim, a 15-vear-old
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and talented, a star athlere and promising singer and actress.
Sl vwas torn, some say, by ber biracial past, but what seemed
to have set her ot on her fatal course was a ernible secret,
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SAVING

Y CAROQL FELSENTHAL

In thf ﬁﬂfl}" mﬂ['n.i.ﬂg dﬂl'l'{HEEE last Ocrober 21st, Chicago moved
ane homicide closer to clinching the dde of murder capital of the country. Sahara
Maoaorer, a bright, lented 15-year-old runaway from El Paso, Texas, died in Washing-
on Park on Chicago’s South Side, allegedly ar the hands of 2 29-year-old ex-con
named Baruch Shaw: Saharas death by stmngulaton was number 530 of 666 homi-
cides here last year—more than in any other city in the natdon: New York, second at
642, has almost three omes Chicge’s population, ¥ In both major Chicago papers,

friends and melatves blamed the high school sophomaores grisly end on her confusion



about her mixed race—her mother, Michelle “Missy” Hufford,
was white: her father, Mark Moorer, was black For the lest-foar
vears, Sahar had live om Bl Paso’s npscale East Side, scross the
voreer Frenm & l.;nll'n;'nnnl.-. with her :_'T:I11':||II'\-'Il|'|L'I, et il
anvd vmmiisee ulf Broches, all of themwhine. Even her mather ssid
that Safwars had felr caught berween the races. “VWe are white, and
sk il ot thinde we nnilérstood wist s was pmng through,”
Missy Hufford told the Sun-Times just after the murder. “We
would talk and ery, but we thonght we would ger through 1t.”
Eventually, Sahara decided to move to Milwaukee to live with her
fathery family, She hnd -:l.-|:-|r_-|| 1 Chiagn en Fon:

Salura® quost for moal Sdendry, mey have motrtmted 1o the
r|-,-._.-|:--_’|!_. bskir e stors tris out-tobe both siflderand e coan-
plet. Her prarenms on both sides of the color lne bl problems o2
thetr o, bisd while Toving pelativesind Faends med Toed e help
bier, hie secmied driven, in the lastyear or e ef her Bhe m take our-
sine rinks. Several people close 16 her say that o prrncularly brtal
incident ven years earlier in Milwomkee iy have nnbinged her

Every murder represents lost promise, but Sahara’s stands out

Fesemiihis she wis s yontiage anid e promise grermied sn el The

HHAigE 1mage, 1I'||'I'|I1'- SN O SITpersET sl Wi Kevs iwhiris
sl biracial), Salvars was 5 fiee 10 inches of oltrmalim, favles
Ity b hingl besna iqluuj el atiel amn -.-Ill.'-':l'l-|illj-: ehdefs,
Her mentors thrmpht she bad the alent to succeed m ahow bus-
ness, Just pwn vewrs o, her dooma teacher wiiched huer perfarm
ety ™ b g select climpeniaon it Flaryard Lnivenics

Her hentage included 2 handsomie spors-sur fither miith-
ar—tersedf s hesiate—swh Hod pullial heeself aocof the doldrmms
try puass the denanding phirsom) tests & Lecomee @ frefigheey; and
i wrunsdtstherwhin, while sill im higely sckial, hud started 4 sroap
that later had two hit records

In the end, all that promise died with Sahara in the back seat
of a stranger’s car, and her family and friends are left with noth-
ing but memories and regrets,

The Moorers of Milwaukee are not just any family. Sahara’s
grandfather Gilbert Moorer Jr. has spent much of his adult life
trving to repeat a success that started in 1957 at Milwaukee’s
North Division High School when he and his siblings formed a
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standup soul and rthythm-and-blues quintet. In 1967, the Es-
quires scored a hit, “Get On Up,” which rose to number three
on the R & B charts. A follow-up, “And Ger Away,” reached
number nine

Early on, the Esquires toured the United States, Europe,
and Japan. They played the Regal in Chicago, sharing the
stage with Aretha Franllin. But, too soon, our-of-town gigs
came to mean Madison or Racine. Though the group eventu-
ally put eight records on the R & B charts, nothing new made
the charts after 1971

Cailbere | wikke, Nancy, hecime the glhoe of the Milwarkes
farinily, which eventally incloded five bos. (Nunuy's father, the
Lt Ty Wi, haid been somsthitg of & sports stae Fle led
Helnit High Schatl 6 diree pommeeutive Wisconsdit state bas
keehall vitles in e 19308, e then plaved with the Iarlem
Globetrotters and with the Chicago American Giants of base-
ball’s old Negro Leagues.) She worked as a supervisor for Allen
Bradley—a manufacturer of electrical components—which re-
located her to El Paso in 1979, At the dme, the citys populaton
of 400,000 was just 3 percent African American. El
Paso might have come as a culture shock to the Moor-
ers, but most of them found it an easy place to live.
Overwhelmingly Hispanic, the city seemed alnost
colorblind. El Paso’s Fort Bliss—larger than the state
of Rhade Tsland and home to more than 12,000 sol-
diers—hrought many temporary black residents.

Nancy was energetic, competent, outgoing, big-
hearted—her son Kirk calls her 2 “superwoman.” She
triedd t keep her hoys an-tmck, inclnding Wark, the
:.;_-|_|-.T|:E :||||_||_|__:l_"'\-jl_ -ul:. her a1 I.II1T|H-GIIIIL :II'II.I =1 |11
\lark was a snores st ot El Pasa’s |, WL Hanks Hish
Sehonl, o middbescdas public school wherg he wos
amone: thie-fes. black tidEnts Pige Mark. hacl awidd
gide aril. svys his Fethir, got imvolved with dros,

b Hanke—ohe sarnipehicdl that Sahir wrlil fat-
er attend—Mark Moorer met Missy Hufford, a love-
Iy redhead whose mother, Meleney Kienle, had suc-
ceeded against odds in providing Missy and her two
brothers with a comfortable upbringing. Meleney,
Sahara’s other grandmother, had matried right out of
high school, worked for a time as a legal secretary, divorced,
remarried, and divorced a second time—receiving as part of
the settlement an ice business, which she ran successfully untl
selling it two and a half years ago.

Missy Hufford and Mark Moorer struck up a romance at
i, =1 ebijerneil te hin, and of vourse . . .y daughter sqid,
Thuts bevase l|1:1|:|'|:l_' |"'r|_'i|||!'ll'| I\.I.._ I'||I.'_l.'r||.'!| g '-I!"-IJ! 1= k-
e Ly telephane Bom herhome in B Paso. Wil 3 jomor i

high school, Missy became pregrant by it Al theymameed
ity 1 small aparteient Ar chat vinmse, Meleney began nooomg
wghy hraises on Missys arms, neck. and face; evenmally, s
Melerses, Misiy-told her thae Mark had been beating her, “[Mis-
| bk tchar o TMuek] woukd do that o her when shewas preg-
pane. what i the workd wmdd she be sobjeeting her chill me”
ssy was unly |7 when Saluty wae b dn 1986, (st
wmerr Mark responde fo repeared rogueans for interviews:)

The couple nevermartitd, nd the reladonshap ended when
Wiy 100l si-week-uld Sahnra and moved baek home 1w live
with Meleney. Mark showed little interest in his daughter. “T
guess Mark just kinda forgot about Sahara all her life,” says his
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“SAHARA I-IIIII LOT OF PERSONALITY,” SAYS ONE OF HER
DRAMA COACHES. “SHE WAS WONDERFULLY TALENTED. SHE
WAS ONE OF THE ONES THAT | THOUGHT COULD MAKE IT."

A Ee] Lkl by PR

brother Gilbert IIT. (Now 36, Mark lives in Los Angeles; his two
other children, Sahara’ half siblings, live with Gilbert Jr. in Mil-
waukee.) As Sahara grew older, Gilbert III became a father fig-
ure to her, and he would routinely ask if she had spoken to her
dad. “Who’s my dad?” she would reply:

Sahara also complained that she didn't exacdy have a mother,
either; that Missy would disappear into her room, unwilling to do
the rthings that moms do—carpool, attend school functions, take
her daughter shopping for clothes “Her mother didn’t take care
of her,” says Phillip Barraza, 27, Sahara’ middle school theamre
arts teacher. He says that Sahara was embarrassed by Missy’s be-
havior. But Missy’s mother, Meleney, defends her danghter and,
while recognizing her shortcomings, insists that Missy often as-
sumed her motherlv dudes.

Phillip Barraza—Mr. B.. as his students call him—had his first
glimpse of the girl he calls “model gorgeous” when his video class
made a documnentary about Sahara, the school’ first girl player on
the seventh grade boys’ foothall team Mr. B. recruited Sahara in-
to his small group of performers. His wife (she was then his girl-

friend), Mabel Toscano, spent much of her free time at school
coaching Mr. B.s kids. She grew particularly fond of Sahara,
who had “a lot of personality, a lot of spunk, and a lot of
smiles,” Mabel says. “She was wonderfully talented. She was
one of the ones that I thought could make it.” Sahara worked
hard—armiving at school at seven in the merning, sometimes
staying until nine at night, going in on weekends. Her back-
pack never left Mr. B.5 room; she pulled down As and B’
without studying

Mark Moorer may have abandoned his daughter, bur
Nancy Moarer doted on her firstborn grandchild and “un-
official daughter,” as her son Kirk calls Sahara. Gilberr [l
bristles at the remarks in the Chicago media suggesting that
Sahara was searching for the black side of her family. “Thars
all wrong,” he says. “She definitely knew who I was. She
thought I was her dad.”

In 1997, however, when Sahara was 11, Allen Bradley re-
tired Nancy after nearly 30 vears, and the Moorers moved
back to Milwaukee. During summer breaks in the following
vears, Sahara visited her grandmother in Milwaukee The
Moorers loved having her. An uncle, Alvis Moorer Jr., re-
calls her “good spirits” and “winning atdtude.” Her uncle
Kirk found her a “very smart, happy-go-lucky girl.” Her
grandfather, Gilbert Jr., remembers her saying, “Come on,
Granddaddy, let’s go fishing ”

That sunny disposition darkened after July 16, 1999,
when Sahara—then 13 and about to enter eighth grade—
was making what would be the last of her summer trips to
Milwaukee. Sahara larer told friends and family that a man
who was part of the extended Moorer family had raped her.
Nancy, sick with cancer, went to her death just before
Christmas that year never knowing what had happencd.
Sahara waited to tell an adult until the following spring,

when, in an emotional letter to Mabel Toscano, she described
the circumstances of the rape. The man had picked her up after
a babysitting job to drive her to her grandparents’ house. In-
stead, he took her to 2 hotel, she claimed, and raped her. Later he
gave her $20 and whispered, “Don'’t think T forgor about you.”
Sahara told Mabel that she could not tell her mother because
Missy was “in her own little world and thinks I can handle eve-
rything while she . . . stays in her room like a hermit . . I’ like
she thinks she’s a teen and she . ., , won't affect anybody. . . . 1
refuse to grow up and become my mom; that’s what my family
thinks of me, . . . I can’t wait to prove them wrong,”

Last April, in a tearful telephone conversation, she told
Gilbert III what had happened. Gilbert dates the start of Sa-
hara’s downward slide to the rape “It messes a child’s head up.”
he says. To Mabel and Mr. B., the rape explained why Sahara
developed a profound sense of insecurity about her laoks, her
abilities, her future—why she seemed unable to believe that
she was worthy of admiradon or love. “No mater how much
we told her how beautiful she was,” says Phillip Barraza, “she
always felt like she was ugly.” (continied on page 93}
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continued from page 75

During her eighth grade vear, Phillip and
Mabel took Sahara and 15 classmates to
Harvard University for a speech and dre-
ma competition. Sahara performed ex-
cerpts from Chicago: The Musical. Mean-
while, Missy, who had remained with Sa-
hara in her mother’s house, working
occasionally as a bookkeeper for the ice
business, had decided that she wanted to
become a firefighter. She seemed to be
emerging from her shell and paying more
arention to Sahara, Missy passed the de-
partment’s written tests and its upper-
body-strength tests—which could defeat
even brawny men. Uldmately, the fire de-
partment rejected Missy because, says her
mother, of a DUT arrest, and the setback
caused Missy to retreat back into herself.
(Mlissy, who at 33 has never married, had
had a second child, a boy, now ten.}
Mabel, who was then studying to be a
nurse, tock on various motherly chores—
driving Sahara here and there, taking her
shopping, even buying her a red dress for
her eighth grade banquet, a knockout that
she also wore to homecoming eight days
before her death, Mabel and Mr. B, took
Sahara to church, as did other families of
her friends. “She clung on to normalcy as
much as she could,” explains Mabel
Meleney, now 353, pitched in, but Sa-
hara carried some resentment for her
grandmother. Sahara told friends that she
suspected her grandimother was racist, and
that perception may have been part of
what moubled the young woman. But the
facts seem to paint a different picture
about the relationship between Meleney
and her granddaughter. Adults close to Sa-
hara say that Meleney did all she could for
Sahara, including supporting her. “Sahara
used to tell us that her grandma did not
accept her,” recalls Mr. B., “but it was ob-
vious to me her grandma loved Sahara.”

Hanks High School seemed a good fit for
Sahara. It has a student population of
2,560—officially, about two-thirds His-
panic, a quarter white, 7 percent black, but
scores of biracial students bridge cate-
gories. Sahara played basketball for the
Lady Knights. Her speed and aggressive-
ness set her apart, says her coach, Fernie
Rizo. She compered on the varsity wack
tearn, played volleyball, and worked as a
football trainer. She talked of becoming a
lawyer. But there were signs of wouble
She would sometimes miss parts of classes
to meet with Justin Vanley, 27, a social
worker who counseled her about what he

Spring Sale 15%-30% Off

CHINA FURNITURE & ARTS

China Furniture & Arts features a wide variety of
fine Asian furnishings, including Ming Rosewood
& Qing Lacquered furniture, Korean medicine
chests and Japanese Tansu Choose from China
Furniture’s selection of oriental vases, fishbowls,
stands, porcelain, shoji screens and fans

35 S. Cass Avenue, Westmont 630-241-2888
www.chinafurniture-usa.com

KEEP YOUR PROPERTY

HOT WITH CHAZ
SINGLE FAMILY

13118355 Hoyna $849.500
ite, 4 ba whardwood trim & gourmet
iSzhen wigrante counters & stain-
sy appliances

1236 Wellington $1,275,000
Emired 4 br, 35 ba. Hdwd fioors
Wigewi for entertaining  Chary
Zalu granite & stainless appl

ZTEAIETIE Paulina $579,500
Lo 5 b, 35 ba 4000 sq fi Air plans,
Pt fir, kit wistainless appl mstr
wemnzs Aug 2002 delivery,

1118 Altgeld $349,500
Liswoln Park 5 br, 4 § ba kome High
ol granite kit w f inl

- e e Custom log home on 1.3 acres &
%12 Racing $579.900 125 i of share in Ercadhead, Wl
“ge 3 br 2 ba home Hdwd fes, Gourmet kifch, 2-sty entry, cathe-
ik kitchen wisunmom and deck  dral ceil & fpic. Galed entry & dock.
‘Taiim ste with fpic and skylighl

1836 Dayton §1,345.900
Hanks & Eakin 4 b, 45 ba master-
i 5000 g L 3 Roors of opulkent
et 3 ar 4 b suites, chef's kichan

1 W Ta
4 br, 25 ba home  Plank mapte
finors, lnfted ceilings stainless and
maple kitchen, walk-out deck, luxu-
fy master suile 2 5-Car garage

3932 Park Rd. $685,000

2738 Mozart $624,900
Single family with rental urst on 15t
fioor.. Hdwd firs, 11 ft ceil, master
ste. Each unit has separale
enrance, 2-cargar. and bsmt

TOWNHOMES & CONDOS

27 Willard Ct from $333,500
3 br, 2.5 ba unit with hawed frs, maple
airw bght & copen flioor plan
S patio, deck, 1-car parking

2040 Belmont from $289,900
Mew 2 br, 2 bha conde. Hested garage
parking  High cedings, master suite  —— -
deck. All custom featunes 505 Wells 3 $424.500
2 . 2 ba peniheuse wicty view
High ceils Granite kit wistamnless
appls Gas fple & butt-in buffel Mstr
witeck & hot tub Prikg avail

2138 Potomac 3

$229.500

Lofty newer condo Top foer 3 br, 2
$249.900 pa unit Scaring ceils, hawd Firs,
3br3ba penthouse wiake & oty gourmet ki, master, walk-cut deck
wiews Lipdated kit & baths Quietbldy Huge roof deck. 2-car parking
wigpgrnan Mear Lake

4 Bidrm, 3 1 Ba townhome al Knie |

Park. Hardwood, gourmet granite &
chemy kitch w! SiS appls Tem
avirigaks mver. 2-car attehd pkig

5740 Sharkdan

1340 Hubbard 3 §243,900
Tap fir 3 br, 3 ba duplex Lofled mstr,
Custom cab, stainkess appl whbip
bale, private roof deck

3200 Laks Shore Dr, $184.500 |
Large 1 br condo, Rullamenity bidg
wigooman & pool huge windows,
sy kitchien & bath Parking awvail

1216 Augusta  from $269,300 |
New 2 br, 2 ba condo Wi, stainkess
appls granite counters, hewd firs, fple
& deck Gar prkg Walk to E1

435 Eria 2207 $149.000 1157 N Newport L $353,900 1424 Orieans

2+br, 3 ba condo Great view walls
of glass & 20 ft ceils Wragaround
penthause deck Granite, stainless
steel, Tlalian tle Deeded prig

| i

WNewer 2 br, 2 ba TH wigounmet kitch
mapie cahinets & dining area mas-
fer suite wisiting area, mof deck &
gar prkg S20k extra 1500+ 59t

50,908
3o 3 5e ouoex ciec s X ¥
cefs iC. goUTEr R, Saess
aols, et & Tt vee 4 gE .
B Hested orey ncoec

CHAZ WALTERS
773.868.8707

WWW. CHAZWALTERS.COM
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SAVING SAHARA

calls her “rough”™ problems at home.
Krvstl Medina, a fellow football mrainer,
recalls that Sahara would sometimes arrive
at games in tears and wouldn't say why.

"Toward the end of her freshman vear, a
mastly black gang called The Folk relent-
lessly recruited Sahara. Mr. B. says the
gang members recognized Sahara’s vul-
nerability and “wouldn’ let her go. She
resisted for a while but they hassled her
and hassled her and hassled her undl in
April [of freshman year] she joined. That’s
when she started running away.” Sahara
dropped her friends from middle school
and stopped seeing Mabel and Mr. B.;
The Folk became her family, her support
group, her substitute for academics and
extracurricular activities.

Sahara began to hang out on the
northeast side of El Paso, which has a rel-
atively large black populaton because the
military base is nearby. She would smoke
marijuana, says her friend Arnanda Glas-
gow, drink, listen to rap music. She began
stealing from her grandmother. She be-
came sexually promiscuous, developing a
raste for what Mr. B. called “thugs.”

Natasha Benefield, an 18-vear-old
African American senior at Hanks, had a
bovfriend and she arranged for Sahara to
see his brother. “T'd always pick her up at
night and take her over there,” Natasha
says. Later, Sahara started to leave school
at third period, when Natasha’s boyfriend
would pick her up and drive her to see his
brother. Sometimes Sahara staved at
Natasha’ boyfriend’s house. “At tmes his
mom would tell me that she don't want to
get in trouble for harboring her, so 1
would have to tell her to call her mom,”
Natasha savs

“Sghara didn’t see any use in going to
school,” says Amanda, and she skipped it
regularly. “Party now, school Jater,” Sa-
hara exclaimed. She last attended classes
on September 21, 2001, and after that she
was classified a truant.

As Sahara pushed the limits, Missy be-
gan to consider her daughter’s plea that
she be allowed to go to Milwaukee and
live with Gilbert ITI. Gilbert understood
that Sahara’s urgency to move to Milwau-
kee had much more to do with her hope
that he would dispense with rules and cur-
fews than it did with anv search for her
racial identity. He warned her thar she
would be expected to conform to wharev-
er rules he imposed, but he says he sensed
that she figured he would be too busy
with the challenges of his own life to focus

much on her. Gilbert, who works for
Creneral Elecmic assembling electronic
parts for life monitors, had a fiancée (with
whom he had two children and another
on the way), a stepdaughter, a house, and
a slew of financial problems, When Sa-
hara called him last September and asked
if she could come, he wld her that she
could, but to wait a few months—%undl,”
he said, “I can get on my feet.”

But Sahara couldn't wait. One of the
girls she had met in The Folk was a 19-
vear-old named Thervl {proncunced
“Tara") Bonner, a 2000 Hanks High grad-
uate, already the unmarried mother of
wwo daughters by different fathers, In Octo-
ber, Sahara was living with Theryl and
her daughters in Thervls parents’ house.
Theryl was going to Chicago to see her
bayfriend, David (he does not want his Jast
name used), who worked as a security guard
there, and Sahara decided to go with her.

On October 12th, Missy, who did not
know that Sahara was staving with Thervl,
reported Sahara missing to the El Paso Pe-
lice Department. The next evening, Sahara
showed up at the Hanks homecoming
dance and told Amanda of her plan to go to
Chicago. At two the next morning, Sahara
and Thervl boarded a Grevhound bus for
Chicago. Arriving at 8:40 p.m. on Monday,
QOctober 15th, they checked into an Ex-
tended StayAmerica in Hillside, and spent
the next five days wandering around the
mall in North Riverside,

On Saturday, October 20th, Sahara
called her grandfather and asked him to
pick her up. He said he couldn’t that day
but he would be there Sunday. She called
Gilbert Il and told him that she would see
him the next day. Tonighe, she said giddily,
she and Thervl were going to the “hood.”
Gilbert warned her that Chicago was “no
joke,” that it was not El Paso. She assured
him that she would be fine.

On Sunday morning, Sahara’ grandfa-
ther was about to leave for Chicago when
he heard his niece on his front lawn
screaming that Sahara had been mur-
dered. The niece had just seen the news on
TV “Missy and I didn’t even know Sahara
was I Chicago,” says Meleney, “until the
police came to our house that terrible
Sunday morning and said she was dead.”

VWhile hanging out at the North River-
side Mall, Theryl says, she and Sahara
saw an ad for a “Sweetest Day” party at a
lounge on the 3000 block of VWest Madi-
son on the citvs West Side. Thervls bov-
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SAVING SAHARA

frend, David, drove them to the lounge
around midnight. He staved in the car
while the girls spent a few minutes inside
VWhen they came back out. they encoun-
tered Baruch Shaw and two of his triends

Later, the newspapers would juxtapose
a glowing snapshot of Sahara with a mug
shot of Shaw, whe had previously served
tme for burglary. Yet Shaw, who had ar-
tended South Shore High School—he
did not graduate—could be affable and
sharp when discussing basketball, foot-
ball, the job market, and the economy. He
was a “pretty good” transmission techni-
cian, savs a former neighbor, although he
had dropped out of a waining program.
Shaw has a girliriend, Barbara Myles, 23,
with whom he has lived for six vears and
with whom he has a six-vear-old son.

That nighe at the lounge, savs Theryl,
Shaw flirted with her and Sahara, and then
he and his friends asked the girls if they
wanted o smoke some marijuana. “Sahara
was all happy about it savs Theryl, and
Sahara and the three men piled into
Shaw’s car.

“Get out—you don'tknow these guys.™
Theryl sereamed.

“So what?” Sahara rephed, “T'm going
to go get high,”

Warning Shaw that Sahara was only
13, Thervl grabbed Sahara’s amm through
the open window, but “she jerked it away
from me,” Therv] savs, and deseribes how
Shaw, who was driving. laughed as he
rolled up his window and peeled away
tfrom the curb. Thervl and David cailed
Shaw’s car but lost it near the Chicago
Skyway. The couple flagged down a
Chicago police car and were tken w o
wllway police substation to file a report.

Meanwhile, according to Shaw’s Octo-
ber 23rd bond hearing, Shaw drove w0
Washington Park, where his two friends
got out, leaving Shaw and Szhara alone in
the car, At the bond hearing, assistant
state’s atcorney Lileen Auvstin-NMurphsy
said thav Shaw had had vaginal inter-
course with Szhara. Then, said Ausdn-
Murphy, when Shaw began having anal
sex with Sahara and she resisted, he be-
came angry and smangled her,

When his friends returned. Austin-
Murphy sad, they saw Sahara “face dossn
in the back [of the car] unconscions and
not breathing.™ One friend took off. but
the other helped Shaw drive Sahara to the
emergency room of the Universiny of
Chicago Hospitals., According o a police
spokesiman, Shaw told statters that he had
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been strolling in the park when he came
across Sahara lving in the grass, and, as a
Good Samantan, he had brought her to
the hospieal. On arrval. ar 3:18 am,. she
had no vital signs; she was rushed o the
trauma room. but an aggressive and
lengthy atempt to revive her failed. Sa-
hara, whose idends: was not vet known,
was pronounced dead at4:08 aan, (Chica-
go pohee later made a preliminary identi-
fication by using a matonal law enforce-
ment database, which included informa-
don from the El Paso police, entered after
Missy had reported Sahara missing,)

The police found Shaw and his friend
in the waiting room, savs Barbara Myles.
Shaw’s girlfriendl. Austin-Murphy stated
at the hearing that Shaw made some kind
of admission o one of his two friends.
from whom the police took a “handwrit-
ten statemnent.” Ausun-Murphy also eited
the “physical corroboraton™ of “anal and
vaginal tearing on the vietim's body”
Shaw and his companion were placed un-
der wrrest, but the triend was later freed

Thervl and David were taken to the
Area Two deteetive division on East 111th
Sereet, Laver that morning. detecgves told
Thervl, “We found your friend, but we
don't know if shes hurt or not” They sug-
gested she accompany them to the hospi-
tal: instead, thev ook her to the Cook
County Medical Examiner’s Office on
YWest Harrison Sweet and told her that she
was expected to idendfy her friend’s corpse
Two of Mark Moorers brothers, Gilbert
T and Johnny, drove to Chicago later that
div to confirm the ilenuficanon, but when
Sahara’ bady was Hown to El Paso, ber big
toe sdll carried a morgue tag idendfying
her as “Jane Doc.”

Lew the viewing at Bl Pasos Mt Carmel
Funeral Home, Sahara’s body was placed
in the red dress that Mabel Toscano had
bought her. "The next day a praver senice
at the Cielo Vista Church dres some 200
people, mostly students, Gilbert T, swho
had maveled from Milwaukee to Fl Paso
by bus, cried as he stood beside the wide-
screen video monitors Hht)\\inf_: Sahara
pertonuing the Chrago numbers that she
had sung a Harvard, Speakers blasted
Alicia Kevss megahit “Fallin’,” and even
Mark Moorer made it trom Los Angeles
w say goodbye o his daughte

Back i Chicago, Barbara Myles, ac-
cepts—and recounts—Shaw’s version of
the events, She savs thae, because Shaw
met Sahar ata cluby, he Boured she was 21;

that Sahara approached him and his
friends: that. once n the car, they suggest-
ed going to a hotel and she said they could
save their money, just give her something
to drnk and they could take her anywhere
By Shaw’s account, Myles savs, the o
were having sex when suddenly Sabara
stopped moaning with pleasure, He med
to eive her mouth-to-mouth resuscitaton,
and he called his friends for help. “When
he was in the lockup and the police wold
him she’d been smangled and raped.” sayvs
Alyles, “he was like, *Swangled and raped?
She was willing. "™

Baruch Shaw has been indicted on
charges of firse-degree murder and aggra-
vated criminal sexual assault and he is cur-
rently residing in the Cook County Jail.
Shaw’s sister, who is married and lives in
suburban Glenview, 15 paving for a private
defense lawyer, a former Cook Counry
public defender named Chervl Bormann
(Bormann did not respond o repeated re-
quests for intervicws, )

Mz, B. and Mabel Toscane continue to
cry over Sahara Moorer. They regret not
having grabbed the oppormunit: to talk w
her at seven one morning last fall when
Mr B.. heading to school, and Mabel,
heading home from the night shift at the
nursing home where she worked, saw Sa-
hara walking alone after an all-night par-
o, weanng a long skirt that undulated in
the breeze. They knew she was not gomng
to school. Neither stopped. “I was going
to turn back.” recalls Mabel, “I was tired
I said, ‘Can't save the world,' and T regret
that day; 1 will regret that day torever.”

In dhe end, saving Sahara Moorer was
bevand anv of the people who loved her.
She was too musting, too eager w be liked,
oo ready to take nsks. She was casv prew
She thought that Chicage was just like FI
Paso. Last vear, El Paso had 19 homicides

At Shaw’s murder wial, Sahara will
make her final appearance on center
stage (the trial was scheduled to begin
Afareh 13dh) Her reputanon will hkely
be sullied, as previewed in the bond hear-
ing when Shaws public defender said of
the cvents in Washington Park, *Ic
sounds like something consensual going
on " Sahara’s storv will again become
grist for the newspapers. Sdll. il the
dashed promise of her short lile resonates
with one other girl contemplaung hoard-
ing a Grevhound tortervitory bevond ber
capacity to navigate, Sahara will, afrer all,
have left a legacy---just not the one her
many admirers had e mind [ ]



