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F1OH ,  Car lsa Brunet to

P O W E R ,  P R I V I L E C E  A N C I  T H E  P O S T

PPWER,  PRf  V ILEGE AND THF:  POST ge ts  rev iewed  in  the: t - r i l L v . .  r r u s

of Qqsmopoll tan nragazine. ggggg_. seys, ' r the authorts regearch,:
ensTve enough to provlc le a 16fr-  at  a remarkable l i fe. . . rousing i
i

f POWER, PRIVILEoE,
AT{D TI{E FOIT:
TI{E KATI{ARINb. CRAIIAM STONY
h)' Curol Felt'nthol

When shc  rvas  ca l led  " the  r l )os t  !
powerful wonran in the world." as she
often was, lhe owner and former pub-
lishcr of lhe llt/(shington Posl pto'
tested--"lt rnakes nrc feel like a lady
weight l i f ter."  The quote is sccond'
hand,  Craham.  who is  rv r i t ing  her
own mcriloirs, did not cooperate with
hcr biographer.

Still. other pooplc did, snd tlte nu'
thor'g rcse0rcl was extensive enough :,
to provide s look at a remarkablc hfe. ,
Grahanr authorizcd publication of the ' ' I
PcntBgort !'apctt, which helped turn i' , ',!
pub l i c  oprn ion  agu i r ts t  the  V ic tnarn  l
Wgr, and approvcd pursuit rlf the Wa-
lergatc story, which led to Richard
Nixou's rosignatton.

Boln into a wealthy Jewish family,
largely ignorcd by an nlcoholic mother
who numbered Thomas Mrnn among
hcr int imsten, Kay Meyer marr ied a
brilliant Harvard lawycr namod Philtp I

Ornhsm. hle bccamc publishcr of hsr
family 's papef;  she rcmaincd in the
buck l round.  But  cher ismat ic  Ph i l ip
Craham Euffered liom intense nranic
depression*the depiction ot' his brcak'
down is truly harrowing-trrd blew his
trrainn out iri l96l Most pcople lxlicvc
Kay Graham was born thc day shc

took her nusband's place at lhc Posl.
T'hs bcut of thrs rouoing Inside tale
clrronicles Grqhum's increaning confi.,:
dence anG how she lcnrncrJ to manilg.c .r | ,
n profour,,.lly malc operation--muster-
ing not orrly the newc business but elso '
the art cf nrekirtg money. Bcforc she
retired, shy Kay Oraham waa the only
wonlan head of n Fortune 500 com-
pany. {Purran, $29.95)
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