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By Robert Ha?%mgcr
FOR THE jOURHAL LCONSTITUTION

Although ws may deny it,
most of us are fascinated by sig-
ries about the acquisition of
enormous wealth and massive
power. We're all the more in.
wrigued when that czarlike power
has been atiained by conirel and
ownership of newspapers and

magazit::  vaaa oand TV sta-
T = A e sy movie
i studios ~ = | of the 2lements that

have maae the world what com-
munications scholar Marshall
McLuhan calis a global village.

New biographies — “Mur-
doch’ by William Shawceross sog
“Powsr, Priviiege and the Post.
The Katharine Graham Story”
by Caroi Felsenthal — follow the
Hveg of 1wo of the world's best-
Enown movess and shakers in
niase media.

In “Murdoch,” journalist
Shawoross has given us the clos
&5t view yet of Australian media
magnate Rupert Murdoech, who
in 40 years has seen hig informa-
tion empire grow from a single
innerited Australian newspaper
t0 & conglomerate of mass-media
¢nterprises spanning the giobe.

Mr. Shawcrosg, who is per-
naps best known In the United
States for his earlier books,

-:@LTMNTA JOURNAL -CONSTITUTION, February 75

Australian media mogﬁl Rupert Murdoch gets
his  closest scrutiny. ever ip Murdod'l' SR,

.

1963

e ATLANTA JOURNAL-CONSTITUTION February ?'

Katharine Gmham" career is charted in Carol :
?.-EP-W@'S “Power, Privlega and the Post: =

e

- nalism world, the 5truggle f‘&
* First Amendment rights and th
influence of great editors Nk
Howard Simons, Ben Bradlet
and Len Downie. :

The Phil Graham story is it
itself an intriguing one. Giver
controlling power in the Post by
his father-in-law, Eugene Meyes
Jr., he used the paper's power: t;
influence politiciang such - &s
Lyndon B. Johnson and John F
}  Kennedy. In public. Mr. Graharr
was respected; in pri
ness catsed unbeh‘yably tn
2arre behavior, including - the
verbal abuse to which he sub
Jected g wife., e

o
. Wiriiam Shaweross. Simon & Schuster,
$21.50

and s dominated by one man,
His pequisitions over the years
(some of which he later dropped)
Include the Times of London, the
Chicago Sun-Times, the New
York Post, TV Guide, The Village
Voice, the supermarkat tabioid
Natlonal Star (his own concept),
New York magazine and his Hol-
lywood heldings .including 20th
Century Fox,

Mr. Shawcross has providad
in-depth information on Mr.
Murdoch and his relationships

“Powaer, Privilege and the Post:
__The Watharine éraﬁam Story

Cig After Mr Grahams suicide
" in 1963, Mrs. MGraham took over
the Post and Post-owned News-
week magazine. and began her
for one of the best biographies of ?;;ﬂ:;géag:: rg%: 8:3:122:‘“::.'

“_This, OF PEriaps, iy year, - pected to succeed, but she did

Carol Felsenthal decided to - gng thug began her transforma-:
write this book after interview-' ¢, from. ;
ing Mrs. Grabam for another ywidowton:

critically acclaimed biography y

"Alice Roosevelkibongworth.”

S0, fortunately, wa now have the

first comprehensive book-length

examination of the extraordinary
person whom many believe ig the
most pawerful and influential -
woman in the world, -
Althouph Katharine Graham

Carol Felsenthal, Putram, $29.95

the. Posf' lasted gl ",A_ost 30 yeqia
years of courgg jus and ha
_headed” decisions Guch as p
iishing the Pentag’t%v Papers
broadly covéring W neng’a'te "S.hq
turned -the paper over tu som
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By Robert Molsinger
FOR THE JOURNAL.CONSTITUTION
Although ws may deny it,
most of ug are fascinated by sto-
ries about the acquisition of
enormous wealth and massive
power. We're all the maere in-
trigued when that ¢zarlike power
hias been attained by conirol and
ownership of newspapers and

inagazir:; 12 TV sta-
tiong, nelvr a5 ; Sy
studios — = of the 2lzaments that

have maae the world what com-
munications scholer Marshall
McLuhan calls a global village,

New biographies — “Mur-
doch’ by Witliam Shawceross sog
“Power, Privilege and the Post
The Kaihacine Graham Story”
by Qaroi Feisenthal — foliow the
ltves +i two of the world's best-
Enuwn o 5 And shakers in
Dase meo

In “Murdoch,” journalist
Shawotoss has given us the clos.
et view yet of Australian media
magnate Rupert Murdoch, who
in 40 years has seen his informa-
Uon empire grow from a single
innerited Australian newspaper
10 & conglomerate of mass-media
enterprises spanning the giohe,

MT. ShAwcCross, who {5 per-
nups best known in the United

2e

{521

States for his earlier books,

*Sideshow: Kissinger, Nixon and
the 'Destruction of Cambodia”
and “The Shah's Last Ride: The
Fate of an Ally,” lives in England
and first published “Murdoch”
lastifall in Britsin. He haz re-
edited this edition to excise some
of the situatioss and personal-
itles that mean little to American
readers and to expand the sec-
tionion Hollywood.

Mr. Murdoch is both hated

and:admired but never ignored.
He’s the consummate business-
man and is constantly ir the
progess of maneuvering -and
dealing, sometimes to the point

of almost losing everything. Of Elex woman, pick up “Power -
all of tha business giants in me- vilege and the Post: The Kath-

dia, '9nly Mr. Murdoch's infor-

maton empire covers the world ~ view, it has already won a prize

L his closest scrutiny ever in “Murdoch,

Katharine Graham's career s qhartedinCarol s
+Eslssnthal’s tPower, Privilege and the Post S 78

calth, power and pub

Qrgxi;amhMurdock bios depict inside world of media movers, shakers
0y ) i : ;

“Sturdoch”

. woiiam Shaweross. Simon & Schustsr,
$27.50

and is dominated by one man.
His acquisitions over the years
(some of which he later dropped)
include Wie Times of London, the
Chicago Sun-Times, the New
York Post, TV Guide, The Village
Voiee, the supermarket tabloid
Natlonal Star (his own concept),
New York magazine and his Hol-
lywood holdings including 20th
Cenrtury Fox.

Mr. Shawcross has provided
in-depth information on Mr.
Murdoch and his relationships
with his editors and managers,
but “Murdoch” is essentially a
business biography. The resder
is lefr to make his own judgments
ot the man and his motives. The

author writes: “Thig book has at- -
tempted to show how the power -

of information is growing and
how one man has rade himaelf g
uniquely Important braker of it

“Murdoch® Is & sound biography,”

8 valuable contribution to the
history of mass media,
B

For sheer reading pleasure

and s oniliant pictura of a come-

arine raham 1

_ “Power, Privilege and the Post: . .
_ The Ka} ne Graham Sto

Garol Felsanfhal Putnam, $29.05

for one of the best'biogréphies of

8 nalism world, the struggle
- First Amendment rights and thy
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influence of great editors Nk
Howard Simons, Ben Bradles
and Len Downie. e

The Phil Graham story is it
itss!f an intriguing one. Giver
controlling power in the Post by
his father-in-law, Eugene Meyet
Jr., he used the paper’s power i
Influence politiciang  such &
Lyndon B. Johnsan and John F

A

. Kemnedy. In public, Mr. Graham

was respected; in private, his 4
ness caused unbelievably bi-
2arre behavior, including the
verbal\abuse: to which he ‘sub-
jecw%?;\&wife., Rl el

& After ' Mr, Graham's suicide
in 1963, Mrs.\Graham took over
the Post and Post-owned News:
week magazine.. and began her

outstanding career as a journal-
ism executive. She was not e«

This, Gr PErnaps, ally Year.
Carol Felsenthal decided to

write this book after interview. |

ing Mrs. Grabam for another
critically aceclaimed biography
"Alice RoostvelkiLongworth.”
So, fortunately, we now have the
first comprehensive book-length
examination of the extraordinary
person whom many believe ig the
most powerful and influential
woman in the world,

Although Katharine .
i e A Donny in 19913¢ -

i obviously the central figure in

i Pawer, Privilege and the Post,”
Mu. Felsenthal has actually given .

us three books: .
P One that relates the story of

- an emotionally fragile and with-

drawn woman dominated by her

parents-(Eugene Jr-and.Agnes

Meyet) and by Phil Graham, her

. manic-depressive husband, but
who changed dramatically and -

burst inte full triumph in her

- work with her paper, The Wash-

ington Post.. ‘
~. P Another that brilliandy {1

“luminates the Washington scene

‘and tha struggls for power by its
dominant ﬁgur‘es‘

" » And a third that provides a

- well-written account of the jour-

" Even har. footniotes

. Graham as a study’
. mean, tough, vicious and crye)

+ Lady of the Potomac.”

- phies are thoroughly rese

pected to succeed, butishe did
and thus begsan her transforma-
i sghiaken. and fearfist

widow to a dominarit.and courty!
geous publisher.: 3. o

Kay_ Graham 1 dnmcuon-sg
the Post lasted almost 30 yeqils,

i 0us_and hary
Such ag P

headed’ decisions,, !
lishing the Pentaa?ft:_Pap;xg f

broadly covéring&'ngq%;éﬁlyq
turned -the paper ove

All of this 13 caprured stuns
ningly by. Ms.. Felsenthal® Heg
writing is breezy-and a eicdotaly
d verve
'contrasis;

and color, Overali; shy

She can be kind anﬁ;gehﬂe{, uns
sure of herself on-péeasion, atd

her-assaciates, all of which’
gained her the epu}l}et\”

Both of ‘these ne .
ehly researched)
and enhanced by gxcellent chap-
ter notes, indexed and sections of

qriets Robert,H
si:far‘m prafessar err;ﬁltqs of;
nailem at OfMa Seara’ Linieartity

black-and-white photograohs, /o8
s :Mqut&? writer'Ro



