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lbtharine Graham: Sne grew f'om deep shyness to enviable self-c,orfidelP#

the ultimate outsider -- a wife, daughter
and woman at a newspaper at which no
women had reigned - that she had the hu-
mility to defer to more se:lsoned experts.
And in those she had remarkably good
taste. It was Graham who irired Ben Rrad-
lee, who hired Howard Simons (among the
lesser-sung heroes of Wauergate) and so
on down the line.

Also ironic is Graham';-. early ambiva-
lence toward the women's movement.'"What do those broads want now?', she is
alleged to have said (not ir rhis biography)
about a group of disguntleri staffers al
Newsweek. But eventually, she came

around on this and many other
with one exception. She never had
interest in her Jewish roots. The
Crowd" depicted by Stephen Birmingharir,
from which her father hailed, was definit4- i
ly not hers.

If there are flaws in this biogrffi,
they are that the author has too much djs-
lance from her subjeet, who wouldn't hltq
and not enough distance from her soureg$, .
who would. In a-rr unauthorized biograph!,
the most valuable sourees ""e people wili
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a grudge. Consequently, you get;,a
lot of quotes full of rage and ,,too

many expietives to appear in this
newspaper.

Also, the balance between scan-
dal and history is slightly weightbd
toward scandal. Horv else to exnlain
i.l'hy only tbul pages ar.e devofecl to
Water.gafe, and at least that rnueh to
Philip Graharn's af'fail with Robin
Webb anr l  Bradlee 's  le lat ionshio
r r i t h  Sa l i r ' ( ) i ; r r r n?

And on the subject of gossip, ihe
authorJs sken'eling of qrne of Gla-
ham's childlen seerns pr.otracted ancl
ciuel. However aecurate, this roasl-
ing of a nonpublic figure rnakei'd
leader rvondel  what  purpose i t
sela,es. The answel is that it selis
serial rights - in this case, applopli-
ately, to Vanity Fair',

StiU, the authol has arnassed an
amazing arnount of infonnation, not
to mention history, anecdotes and
quotes as illuminating as John Mit-
chell's irnmortal "Katie Graham is
going to get her tit caught in a big
fat  u, r inger  i f  that 's  publ ished. ;
Arnong them are Br.adlee's com-
plaint to Graham, "I can't edit u,ith
your [expletive] finger in my eye";
Phil Graharn's description of Kay as
a "Jeu'ish cow"; Kal"s description of
I'hil's psychiatlist, Leslie Faber, as'our iittle Jeu'ish dentist',: and Gra-
harn's heroic "Let's do it, let's nub.
hsh" that  pul  her .and hel  n.u. .prp"r .
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