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8 “THE KATHARINE GRAHAM STORY’
L"7"gf

The Woman Who Wiel .
The Power at the Post #

— - = ’ i D s

© " Alga wimong the book’s anecdotes and re-
. 'E]-Bﬂﬂ_ d 1T '--"." e J-'-‘.". ---': a ° .. -—'-
*w In 1974;-Graham turned down a car't-
" yniss opportunity for. The Washington Post
Co. to buy Simon & Schiuster for only $17.mil-
_Ton besanse she came to loath the publishing
% ¢ pouse's o oy paiziarch, Leon Shimkin, dir-
' ing their initial get-together The hoube that
-got away now takes m gbout $500 willion 2

“EADERS WHO PLUNGE into- PSSl
“#Parer Privilece and the Post” S
Inoldng Tor new tales of Wood-
ward, Bernstein and The Wash-
! - ington Post's grommdbresking cov-
srage of Watergate will come away hungry.
Jarely four pages of the new bool by Carol
felsenthal dwell on the scandal that
wought down a president and all the presi-
Jept's men. - St R
. subtitled “The Kathar-.
. _ine Graham Story” and
= 85 an unauthorized biog-
M raphy of the paper’s prin-
cipal owner and chair-
man it satisfes the
eppetite with stories of

yesr. = Caml 0T ,

7 & (3raham has long heen umcomfortable

with her Jewish backeround == her father was

- Jewish — and once prutested to'Stephen Bir-

. mimghsm, who viewed Spivo Agnew’s attacks
on the press a5 ant]-Senitic, that she did not
| - thigk of herself as a Jewish publisher, When
-mansging editor Howard Stmons, who had
i | shepherded the Watergate coverage; left the
i . paper in 1984, ke said that he would never get

¥~ the paper’s top job becanss he was Jewish.

LR . how media, power and

LEERE "W -powerfol people have in- % Cyaham, portrayed.as g refuctant femi-
e ' tersected sid made Ys- “nist, has deferced mainly to powerful men and
T torys M. . =i _.acted on fheir coumsel. She started using val-
Paul D. " .Felsenthal, whose | garitics after hegring them so often from Ben
CoHord. . - ° book will be published § | Bradlee, her selty-tongued executive editor.

. ‘ next month by G. P. Put- - -Shehazgideep‘mshamtmotheradﬂw&
nam’s Sops, presents Graham as a painfully. Y& One isformer Defense Secretary Robert Mc-
insecure woman. Thrust into the role of ran- Ty Ue1 Phato i;lat%m i l;ad on‘lﬁ H pepe hiostnmyof

- . - — N . - & P en 0O L &pers, ey%p&nmg

ning the Past upon the suidide of her philan-  Katwrine Grabam, from 0 or1y, S deoion meking g Vietnam, but who
dering and abusive husband, she slowly Insecore wife to media moqu! - _toid the Post that The New York Times had

lesrned how to exert authority and started to the docugents only several days before the
‘paake hir imprint on the paper begiming with her gutsy. lufter started publishing them. The Post then scrambled io
‘though no less anxious decision in 1971 to publish the Pentagon  catch up. : e -
Papers agsinst the threat of government censure. The other favorite is affluent investor Warren Buffett, whom
' And by the time Graham celebrated her-70th birthdey in  she added to her bowrd of directars. The hook elaborates on &
1987, she was a figure of capital importence. Post eolumnt At previsusly published referenes to Buffett’s spending a night in
Buchwald cffered the toast in frout of President Ronald Reagan,  her howme, citing  friend’s claim that they also shared the same
Secretary of State Georpe Shultz and & bunch of world leaders  hed: Another friend, journalist Richard Churman, seys he be-
by saying, “There’s one word that brings us all togsther here " = i : - _
tomight, and that word is ‘fear.” ”. ' s . Please see COLFORD on Page 76
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lisves Graham and the marmed Buffeit who is 13
Years younger, had an affic that enditred “for years

and years. ™ ,
~-® ARer The Washingtog Post gndorsed Jimrny
Carter over Cersld Ford for presidoeng in 1976, the
tew chief evecniive oferad Grabam an ambageg-
dorship, When ghe deslined, Carter “stopperd giving
|mm:h thought o Kay Graham " Years later, she
[_ tecongidered the aditari] endorsement and passed
wurd to Ford that thye paper hid made n migtalos,
| Felcentlnl haul ity tewed Grabam while writ- ¢
ing 1 biagraphy of Aljes inosavelr Longworth, at
While the prililisher Liter o to do interviews . -
| for the book about her own e, it's dear from the
highly somresd results that she did not disconrage
others from. talling. Meanwhile, Graham’s ante.
biography, acquired by the Alfred A Enopf divisiog
of Random Houss four Years agm, = not vet schisd.
uled for publision,




